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Introductory 
paragraph grabs 
reader’s attention.

Unit 1 Because of Winn-Dixie   Writing Model 1A

Memoir

Have you ever heard of a pet that 

chose its owner? That’s how Happy 

came to live with us.

Happy turned up at our door late one 

evening, hungry and without a collar. He 

was a skinny brown dog with a white tail 

that curled around like the letter C. My 

mom gave him some food and said he’d 

probably wander home. He didn’t. The 

next morning we found him snoozing in our 

garage. A week later he was still there.

Happy became a member of our 

family. He taught me that if you want 

something in life really badly, the best 

thing to do is to hang in there.

Details bring scene to 
life for reader.

Conclusion sums 
up importance 
of experience 
to narrator.

The Dog That Wouldn’t Go Away

A memoir tells about an interesting event or experience in your life. 
It may include information about how you felt, what you saw, or why 
you did something. Memoirs are also known as personal essays. A 
memoir that tells a person’s life story is called an autobiography.
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