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Antarctica is not like any other continent. It is 

as far south as you can go on Earth. The South Pole 

is found there. Ice covers the whole land. In some 

places the ice is almost three miles thick! Beneath 

the ice are mountains and valleys. 

The weather in Antarctica is harsh. It is the 

coldest place on Earth. The temperature does not 

get above freezing. It is also one of the windiest 

places in the world.

Not many living things are found in Antarctica. 

People go there to study for only a short time. Very 

few animals can live there. Yet many animals live 

on nearby islands. Seals and penguins swim in the 

ocean waters. They build nests on the land. Some 

birds spend their summers in Antarctica. But most 

of the continent is just ice, snow, and cold air.

Skill Here you can 
see that the topic 
of this passage 
is Antarctica, but 
the main idea 
of this paragraph 
is that Antarctica 
is covered with 
thick ice. 

 Strategy The 
last two sentences 
contain some 
supporting details.
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